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BiTS General Chairman and Test Technology Consultant, Fred Taber, updates his annual report on test 
sockets with the latest data. 
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Acknowledgements

• Once Again, Data was Graciously 
Provided by Fleck Research

– 2012 Report Æ 2011 data
• Much More Info Can be Found in 

Their Socket Reports

Report Data
Summarized & Charted
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• The Business side of sockets

• Third annual report
Financial Data + Trends

New: Contact Utilization

• In the Archive Soon

Annual Report
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Sockets Worldwide

• 10 to ‘11
– Production Burn-in Test Total Total Test & Burn-in

+1.80%        +1.70%    -2.60%       +1.10%  -0.80%

• 5 Year (‘11 to ‘16) Growth forecast ….……….  40%

2008

2009

2010

2010

2016

Note: 2010 Custom / ASIC test sockets have been revised downward 
from last year’s report based upon the weak semiconductor industry
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Test Sockets & Contactors

• Total Market
– Up 14.7% 6.7% - ’09 to ’10
– Up 34% 44% ’10 to ’15

– Down 2.6% - ’10 to ’11
– Up 36.4% ’11 to ‘16

• Survey Market (2011)
– 86 companies; 87.5% of 

Total Market - $M556
• Top 10 (of 68): $M267; 

42% of Total Market

2008

2009

2010

2011

2016

701

2012 
report

2013 
report

635

Note: 2010 Custom / ASIC test sockets have been revised downward 
from last year’s report based upon the weak semiconductor industry
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Test Sockets & Contactors

• Total Market
– Up 14.7% 6.7% - ’09 to ’10
– Up 34% 44% ’10 to ’15

– Down 2.6% - ’10 to ’11
– Up 36.4% ’11 to ‘16

• Survey Market (2011)
– 86 companies; 87.5% of 
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Burn-in Sockets

• Total Market
– Up 17.9% - ’09 to ’10
– Up 53.6% ’10 to ’15
– Up 1.7% - ’10 to ’11
– Up 45.6% ’11 to ‘16

• Survey Market (2011)
– 86 companies; 98.1% of 

Total Market - $M460
• Top 10 (of 15): $M448; 

95.5% of Total Market

2012 
report

2013 
report

2008

2009

2010

2011

2016

469
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Test & Burn-in Sockets

• Total Market
– Up 16.0% 11.1% - ’09 to ’10
– Up 41.8% 48% ’10 to ‘15
– Down 1.1% - ’10 to ’11
– Up 40.3% ’11 to ‘16

• Survey Market (2011)
– 86 companies; 92% of 

Total Market - $M1016
• Top 10 (of 68): $M644; 

58.4% of Total Market

2012 
report

2013 
report

2008

2009

2010

2011

2016

1104
Note: 2010 Custom / ASIC test sockets have been revised downward 
from last year’s report based upon the weak semiconductor industry
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Contact Utilization 
Test Sockets & Contactors

2011 
Contact

Utilization

Contact Type $M % of Total
Spring Pin 544.3 77.6
Proprietary 165.7 23.4

Total 710.0 100
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Wrap-Up

• Market Research Data: A Snapshot of 
the Business Side of Sockets

• Market Slowed in 2011, yet Significant 5 
Year Growth is Projected

• Learn More: 
– Added Presentation from VLSI Research in 

Session 4


